Pembroke’s Best Books for Teaching & Learning

Language Arts
LARRY SWARTZ

TEACHING TOUGH TOPICS
How do I use children’s literature to build
a deeper understanding of
social justice, equity, and diversity?

Teaching Tough Topics

Powerful Writing Structures

Larry Swartz

Brain pocket strategies for supporting
a year-long writing program

144 pp • ISBN 978-1-55138-341-5 • $24.95 • K-8
arriving in January 2019

How do you use children’s literature to
build a deeper understanding of social
justice, equity, and diversity? This practical
book offers model lessons that use picture
books, novels, poetry, and nonfiction as
sources for responding through talk, writing,
and the arts to address diversity and enrich empathy and tolerance.

Word by Word
Larry Swartz
168 pp • ISBN 978-1-55138-338-5 • $24.95 • K–10 • 2019

Make words the core of your classroom
instruction and engagement; day by day,
word by word. This practical resource offers
101 ways to inspire and engage students by
building vocabulary, improving spelling, and
enriching reading, writing, and learning.

Adrienne Gear
160 pp • ISBN 978-1-55138-344-6 • $24.95 • K-8
arriving in February 2020

This timely book uses thinking structures
to improve personal narrative writing, nonfiction, and story writing. Lessons revolve
around anchor books, and include sample
student work from real classrooms, book lists, and assessment tips.

Powerful Understanding
Helping students explore, question,
and transform their thinking about
themselves and the world around them

Adrienne Gear
176 pp • ISBN 978-1-55138-328-6 • $24.95 • K–8 • 2018

Start with Joy

Effective ways to build social-emotional
skills and help students make connections,
question what they read, and reflect on
their learning as they develop into stronger
readers and learners.

Designing literacy learning for
student happiness

The CAFE Book, 2nd Edition

Katie Egan Cunningham
256 pp • ISBN 978-1-62531-283-9 • $42.95 • K–8 • Sept. 2019

Start with Joy links the science of happiness
with effective literacy instruction. By infusing
school days with happiness, teachers can
support children as they become stronger
readers, writers, and thinkers. They’ll also
help students learn that strength comes from challenge, and joy comes
from leading a purposeful life.

Writing, Redefined
Shawna Coppola
176 pp (est) • ISBN 978-1-62531-275-4 • $35.95 • K–6
arriving in December 2019

Change what “counts” as writing in schools
and classrooms, opening the doorway to
students who may not consider themselves
to be writers, but should and can. This
engaging book offers alternative writing
assignments that are visual, aural, and
multimodal, and that will open a world of
possibilities for all students.

Engaging all students in daily literacy
assessment and instruction

Gail Boushey & Allison Behne
224 pp (est) • ISBN 978-1-62531-279-2 • $44.95 • K–8
arriving in December 2019

A variety of tools to structure your literacy
block and create a classroom of engaged
readers and writers with resources that set
them up for success. This expanded edition
of a bestselling classic has everything you need to support, guide, and
coach your students toward the strategies that will move them forward.

The Daily 5, 2nd Edition
Fostering literacy independence in
the elementary grades

Gail Boushey & Joan Moser
208 pp • ISBN 978-1-57110-974-3 • $36.95 • K–5 • 2014

This student-driven classroom structure
fully engages students in learning as they
independently choose and practice key
literacy skills. With detailed start-up plans,
strategies for differentiation and flexibility, and a new Math Daily 3!
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Reading & Writing
Literacy Essentials
Engagement, excellence, and equity
for all learners

Regie Routman

Fostering independent writers in
grades 3-8

480 pp • ISBN 978-1-62531-037-8 • $62.95 • K–12 • 2018

Jennifer Jacobson

Create a culture of empowerment in which
all students and teachers are engaged each
day in meaningful, challenging, and joyful
work. This inspiring book provides practical,
easy-to-implement tools to help students
develop as readers, writers, and learners. It shows what’s possible when we
both raise expectations and create a classroom based on trust, collaboration,
and a celebration of learners’ strengths.

Catching Readers
Before They Fall
Supporting readers who struggle, K–4

152 pp • ISBN 978-1-62531-153-5 • $29.95 • 3–8 • 2019

Find the inspiration and the tools you need
to shift from a teacher-directed writing
program to a student-propelled workshop
model. Drawing on a wealth of Writer’s Workshop experience in upper
elementary and middle school classrooms, the book provides strategies to
help you engage and support writers as they discover their voices and take
charge of their own learning.

No More “I’m Done!”
Fostering independent writers in the
primary grades

Pat Johnson & Katie Keier

Jennifer Jacobson

272 pp • ISBN 978-1-57110-781-7 • $36.95 • K–4 • 2010

144 pp • ISBN 978-1-57110-784-8 • $28.95 • K–2 • 2010

Explore the complex integrated network
of strategies that goes on in the minds of
proficient readers—strategies that struggling
readers have to learn in order to construct
their own reading processes. From word-solving and prompting methods,
to modeling and teaching strategies, to practical answers for parents, this
thoughtful book provides a sense of how it looks and what it sounds like
to teach strategic actions to struggling readers.

No More “I’m Done!” guides teachers in
setting up the classroom environment and
establishing routines that allow students to
move through the writing process at their
own pace. It also provides an entire year of
mini-lessons that build confidence, and, ultimately, independence.

Welcome to Writing Workshop

Super Spellers

Engaging today’s students with a
model that works

Seven steps to transforming your
spelling instruction

216 pp • ISBN 978-1-62531-166-5 • $42.95 • K–6 • 2019

Mark Weakland
192 pp • ISBN 978-1-62531-102-3 • $36.95 • K–5 • 2017

Frustrated with how spelling is traditionally
taught? Super Spellers offers an approach
that’s easy to implement, research based,
developmentally appropriate, and tied to
authentic reading and writing. It focuses
on the scope of spelling instruction and goes deeper into teaching more
words and spelling strategies to increase students’ word-solving skills.

Super Spellers Starter Sets

NEW!

No More “How Long Does It
Have to Be?”

Stacey Shubitz & Lynne R. Dorfman
Through strategic routines, tips, advice,
and resources, as well as short, focused
video clips, new and veteran teachers can NEW!
create the sights and sounds of a thriving
writing workshop in their K–6 classrooms.
This comprehensive book will provide the know-how to feel confident and
comfortable in the teaching of writers.

BrainWords
How the science of reading informs
teaching

Mark Weakland

J Richard Gentry & Gene P Ouellette

254 pp • ISBN 978-1-62531-271-6 • $39.95 • K–5 • 2019

176 pp • ISBN 978-1-62531-273-0 • $40.95 • K–8 • 2019

Everything you need to bring the lessons
found in Super Spellers to life! You’ll find
practical, hands-on tools to create spelling
centers; strategies to help children solve
spelling challenges; and details on everything from short vowel patterns to multisyllable Greek- and Latin-based words.

This concise, readable book explores how
children’s brains develop as they become
readers. It offers a wealth of information,
including up-to-date knowledge on reading
“circuitry;” tools to recognize what works,
what doesn’t, and why; and practical classroom activities for daily teaching
and student assessment.
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Reading & Writing
Cultivating Readers

Freewriting with Purpose

Everything you need to take reading
instruction beyond the skills to
addressing the will

Simple classroom techniques to help
students make connections, think
critically, and construct meaning

Anne Elliott & Mary Lynch

Karen Filewych

144 pp • ISBN 978-1-55138-324-8 • $24.95 • K–8 • 2017

144 pp • ISBN 978-1-55138-339-2 • $24.95 • K-8 • 2019

A simple, 6-step approach for cultivating a
strong will to read. This thoughtful book
shows that being a reader extends beyond
comprehension strategies; it means real
engagement with text. From sharing your own reading life, to modelling
the habits of a reader, to making the why of reading visible, Cultivating
Readers gives you strategies and solutions that will foster engagement
through an active reading community.

Literacy Out Loud
Creating vibrant classrooms where
“talk” is the springboard for all learning

Terry Anne Campbell &
Michelle E. McMartin
128 pp • ISBN 978-1-55138-323-1 • $24.95 • K–8 • 2017

Explore the important role “talk” plays in
developing the reading and writing abilities
that students need. Engaging activities
and events show teachers how to nurture
dynamic, essential classroom talk that makes all learning possible.

Reading Power,
Revised & Expanded Edition

In freewriting, we write continuously: we
begin with a prompt and keep our pen or
pencil moving for the entire duration. This
comprehensive resource covers the essentials of the freewriting process and explores how this technique can become the backbone of writing in any subject area, regardless of grade level
or time of day or year.

How Do I Get Them to Write?
Karen Filewych
160 pp • ISBN 978-1-55138-322-4 • $24.95 • K-6 • 2017

Explore the reading-writing connection
using freewriting and mentor texts to motivate and empower students and open their
minds to the world of possibilities, make
connections to their lives, and reflect on
their choices and learning. This practical
book shows you how to use freewriting and
powerful mentor texts to create classrooms where students enjoy putting
pencil to paper and taking the necessary risks to grow and flourish as writers.

Writing Power
Engaging thinking through writing

Adrienne Gear

Adrienne Gear

192 pp · ISBN 978-1-55138-310-1 · $24.95 · K–8 · 2015

176 pp • ISBN 978-1-55138-263-0 • $24.95 • K–8 • 2011

This ground-breaking approach shows
teachers how to help students think while
they read—connect, question, visualize,
infer and transform. This thorough and
thoughtful look at comprehension instruction is ideal for any teacher who wants to
revitalize their reading program.

Using 5 key thinking strategies—connect,
question, visualize, infer, and transform—
young writers will learn how to engage their
readers’ thinking. The fundamentals of the
writing process and the 6 Traits are integrated
into the hands-on lessons. The strategies
and techniques are reinforced with lists of suggested “anchor” books.

Nonfiction Reading Power

Nonfiction Writing Power

Adrienne Gear
160 pp · ISBN 978-1-55138-229-6 · $24.95 · K–8 · 2008

Broaden your Reading Power approach
to include nonfiction! With strategies that
are specific to informational books, ideas
for incorporating more nonfiction into the
classroom with read-alouds and author
study, and tips for teaching nonfiction
forms and text structures. Student samples
and reproducible pages that support the 5 thinking strategies complement
this valuable resource.

Teaching information writing with
intent and purpose

Adrienne Gear
184 pp • ISBN 978-1-55138-293-7 • $24.95 • K–8 • 2014

Teach information writing with intent and
purpose! Practical and comprehensive, this
remarkable book helps teachers work with
students to recognize that they write because they have something to say; that to
write well means considering intent and purpose, and choosing the most
appropriate form of expression.
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Early Literacy
Invitations to Play
Using play to build literacy skills in young learners

Anne Burke
128 pp · ISBN 978-1-55138-336-1 · $24.95 · JK-3 · 2018

The goal of this book is to bring children’s play and curriculum expectations together, so that children are engaged in
learning that honours their existing knowledge, and helps build a strong literacy foundation. A perfect blend of theory and
instruction, this timely book offers background, research, ideas, and strategies to create an exciting array of possibilities for
using children’s play as an infinitely rewarding learning resource.

❝

… a vital resource for both new and experienced teachers who want to include more playbased activities in their primary classrooms. —Resource Links, June 2019

Reading, Writing, Playing,
Learning
Finding the sweet spots in
kindergarten literacy

Lori Jamison Rog & Donna-Lynn
Galloway
104 pp • ISBN 978-1-55138-321-7 • $24.95 • K–2 • 2017

Innovative ways to nurture a kindergarten
learning environment in which children
feel safe and comfortable to explore, experiment, take risks, solve problems, and freely interact with one another.
Based on extensive classroom practice, this unique book is committed to
creating classrooms where children can learn and grow while they play.

Little Readers, Big Thinkers

❞

Teaching close reading in the primary
grades

Amy Stewart
168 pp • ISBN 978-1-62531-212-9 • $37.95 • K–3 • 2019

This guide to close reading will help you
harness the big thinking in your young
learners’ inquisitive minds. A manageable
approach for today’s busy classroom, the
book showcases ways that close reading
can teach even the youngest students to enjoy texts, think about them
critically, and share that thinking with their peers and adults.

A Place for Wonder
Books as Bridges
Using text to connect home and
school literacy and learning

Reading and writing nonfiction in the
primary grades

Jane Baskwill

Georgia Heard & Jennifer
McDonough

176 pp • ISBN 978-1-55138-250-0 • $24.95 • JK–3 • 2010

216 pp • ISBN 978-1-57110-432-8 • $29.95 • K–2 • 2009

Based on extensive research that shows the
key role families play in children’s literacy,
this remarkable book offers an effective and
efficient way to use texts, including picture
books, to help create a common reading
experience for the class that can be extended to the home. Reproducibles
and send-home materials complement this handy guide.

Discover the wonder of a classroom where
curiosity, engagement, imagination, creativity, and exploration are facts of everyday
learning. This thoughtful book provides
teachers with numerous practical ways—setting up “wonder centres,”
gathering data through the senses, teaching nonfiction craft—to create a
classroom environment where students’ questions and observations are a
part of daily work.

What’s Next for this
Beginning Writer? Revision

Growing Independent Learners

Mini-lessons that take writing from
scribbles to script

Debbie Diller

Janine Reid & Betty Schultze,
with Ulla Petersen
144 pp • ISBN 978-1-55138-274-6 • $24.95 • K–2 • 2012

With a host of step-by-step mini-lessons,
this timely book answers the most common
questions about teaching writing, and
shows how to interpret student work, identify what kids know, and build
on those strengths to find the next steps to literacy.

From literacy standards to stations, K–3
308 pp · ISBN 978-1-57110-912-5 · $58.95 · K–3 · 2015

This comprehensive guide to K–3 literacy
instruction helps teachers plan standardsfocused lessons and work stations, organize
the classroom for student independence,
and use anchor charts to support learning
goals and make big ideas stick. An essential
resource for any teacher who believes that all children can learn to be
independent in a well-organized and mindful classroom.
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Reading, Writing & the Arts
The Art of Comprehension
Exploring visual texts to foster comprehension, conversation, and confidence

Trevor A. Bryan
168 pp • ISBN 978-1-62531-168-9 • $39.95 • K–8 • 2018

Discover an inventive method for enhancing students’ understanding and thinking about written and visual texts. Using
the visual cues and observation skills they bring to reading and writing, students can learn to unravel layers of meaning
in picture books, chapter books, artwork, poetry, and informational text. The book includes an eclectic collection of art and
illustration, by acclaimed illustrator Peter H. Reynolds, 19th century masters, and many others. Bryan’s approach allows all
students to engage meaningfully with text and join the classroom conversation with confidence and independence.

Discussing Art of Comprehension today and how it can benefit our classrooms. Love this
book and already seeing the impact with my students! —@MrJCreamer, Sept. 2019
Who’s Doing the Work?

Dramathemes, 4th Edition

How to say less so readers can do more

Classroom literacy that will excite,
surprise, and stimulate learning

Jan Burkins & Kim Yaris
182 pp • ISBN 978-1-62531-075-0 • $34.95 • K–5 • 2016

Discover small but powerful adjustments to
instruction that hold students accountable
for their own learning. This thoughtful
book examines how instructional mainstays
such as read-aloud and shared, guided, and
independent reading look in classrooms
when students do most of the work.

Spark!
Quick writes to kindle hearts and
minds in elementary classrooms

Paula Bourque
184 pp • ISBN 978-1-62531-200-6 • $39.95 • K–6 • 2019

The act of writing doesn’t just convey our
thinking, it shapes our thinking. Discover
“quick writes”—short, frequent bursts of
low-stakes writing that allow students to
explore on paper. This purposeful approach
offers ways for children to create a rich array of writing, nurturing a range
of skills: mindfulness, metacognition, motivation, and much more.

Teach Writing Well

Larry Swartz
160 pp • ISBN 978-1-55138-300-2 • $24.95 • 4–12 •· 2014

Discover engaging classroom literacy that
will excite, surprise, and stimulate learning.
Literacy sources are at the heart of this
compelling book—picture books, novels,
poetry, scripts, and images. Enrich your
language arts program with interactive possibilities for students to develop
and share responses, stories, and ideas.

Get Graphic!
Mark Thurman & Emily Hearn
96 pp • ISBN 978-1-55138-252-4 • $24.95 • K–12 • 2010

This lively book introduces the power of
the storyboard in the creative process: from
brainstorming ideas, to the principles of
design and artistic techniques, to developing,
revising, and finalizing stories. It describes
an 8-stage process that shows, step-by-step,
how students can create unique, actionfilled pages for their stories and books.

Breathe, Stretch, Write

How to assess writing, invigorate
instruction, and rethink revision

Learning to write with everything
you’ve got

Ruth Culham

Sheree Fitch

225 pp • ISBN 978-1-62531-117-7 • $41.95 • 2–6 • 2018

112 pp • ISBN 978-1-55138-256-2 • $24.95 • K–12 • 2011

Traits-based revision lies at the heart of this
hands-on guide that walks you through the
traits of writing and their key qualities. It
shows you step-by-step how to read students’
writing, assess it using the traits of writing,
and guide revision using the traits as a common language and map.
Student exemplars and reproducibles round out this invaluable guide.

The guided exercises and fun-filled activities
in this innovative book integrate elements
of writing with simple movements to create
a safe and joyful learning experience. Committed to getting kids writing and playing
with words and ideas, the book challenges teachers to refresh their teaching,
inspire their students, and find the fun in everyday learning.
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Social-Emotional Learning
Fostering Mindfulness

Teaching Well

Building skills that students need to
manage their attention, emotions, and
behavior in classrooms and beyond

How healthy, empowered teachers
lead to thriving, successful classrooms

Shelley Murphy

116 pp • ISBN 978-1-55138-337-8 • $24.95 • K-8 • 2019

160 pp · ISBN 978-1-55138-340-8 · $24.95 · K-8

An essential guide on how to incorporate
simple mindfulness activities and strategies
to help foster self-regulation—attentionregulation, emotion-regulation, and behaviorregulation skills—in the classroom and beyond. Supporting students’
overall well-being, not just their intellectual progress, is the focus of this
timely and important book.

❝

…a beautiful and eloquently written book, and I am so lucky to be
learning and growing within it. Five stars! —Alana, amazon.ca, April 2019

This is THE must-have book for supporting mindfulness practices in
the classroom…I read it in just a few hours and now have years worth of
ideas to support mindfulness (and an important by-product — resilience)
in my classroom… —TeachLove22, amazon.ca, March 2019
Keep Growing

Lisa Bush

❞

How to encourage students to
persevere, overcome setbacks, and
develop a growth mindset

This remarkable book illustrates that a
healthy lifestyle is not only beneficial for
teachers, but for students, classrooms, and
schools, too. It suggests that teachers can
reduce the work they do outside the classroom and still be a motivated and engaged teacher. Promoting a healthy
work–life balance, the book explores how to avoid burnout while still
creating an effective learning community. The conversational tone and a
wealth of anecdotes will make this an invaluable guide for every educator.

… a good look at assessment practices and collaboration—
how to work smarter vs harder…good reminders of WHY
and HOW we need to care for ourselves and how this will
impact our teaching. —@MrsJKowbel, Aug. 2019
Relationships
Make the Difference

Joey Mandel

Connect with your students and help
them build social, emotional, and
academic skills

126 pp • ISBN 978-1-55138-320-0 • $24.95 • K–8 • 2017

Pat Trottier

Growth mindset, grit, and self-regulation are
terms that teachers and parents have been
hearing a lot lately. Drawing on research
into the importance of growth mindsets
and self-control, Keep Growing shows how to provide opportunities for
students to develop traits that will make them better able to face challenges
and recover from setbacks. This practical book provides strategies, activities, and assessment tools that will help children to change their mindset
and foster their desire to tackle difficult tasks, their ability to push through
challenging work, and their application of what they have learned.

Stop the Stress in Schools
Mental health strategies teachers can
use to build a kinder gentler classroom

96 pp • ISBN 978-1-55138-314-9 • $24.95 • K–12 • 2016

Discovering what students are capable of
and how they feel about things is the first
step toward nurturing learning. Helping
them develop their social-emotional skills sets the scene for academic
growth and achievement. This book provides the scaffolding you need to
establish strong relationships with your students and create caring classroom communities that include relationships with parents, school administration and staff, and support specialists.

Teaching with Humor,
Compassion, and Conviction

Joey Mandel

Helping our students become
literate, considerate, passionate
human beings

128 pp • ISBN 978-1-55138-298-2 • $24.95 • K–12 • 2014

Heather Hollis

This timely book introduces simple strategies
to reduce tension, stress, and pressure in
the classroom. It provides explicit ways
to build healthy relationships and handle
challenging problems so that negative
interactions, such as bullying, can be reduced, and children can learn to
manage their frustrations in constructive ways. A comprehensive approach
to reducing stress and frustration for teachers and students, the book
includes practical examples, activities, and samples of student work.

128 pp • ISBN 978-1-55138-316-3 • $24.95 • K–6 • 2016

How can teachers make the literacy classroom a place of joy? Fun, caring, and
passion are the keys to a shame-free,
healthy classroom that nurtures students in mind, body, and spirit. Full of
simple strategies and activities for building community, this practical book
is committed to promoting strong literacy skills. It will help any educator
to build a mindful classroom where students are free to speak with
compassion, write with conviction, and read with joy.
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Teaching Methods
Teaching Fairly in an Unfair
World, 2nd Edition
Kathleen Gould Lundy
160 pp • ISBN 978-1-55138-343-9 • $24.95 • K-12
arriving in February 2020

This timely revision of a ground-breaking
book is an essential tool for students to
connect with social justice issues through
inventive language exploration and the
active examination of all forms of media.
Practical activities, useful resources, and classroom techniques for helping
students make sense of the world around them complement this rich text.

Stand Up and Teach
Kathleen Gould Lundy
128 pp • ISBN 978-1-55138-331-6 • $24.95 • K-12 • 2018

What do you need for a well-run classroom
full of engaged students? This honest look
at the complexity of teaching introduces
you to strategies that work and classroom
management tips that make a difference.
From building a safe and inclusive classroom, to teaching with imagination and
innovation, to engaging with your mentors, Stand Up & Teach will help
you become the teacher you want to be.

Inspiring Meaningful
Learning
Brenda Stein Dzaldov
128 pp • ISBN 978-1-55138-334-7 • $24.95 • K-8 • 2018

Explore 6 essential steps for planning lessons that grab the attention of students and
make them care about learning. Focusing
on content, pedagogy, and building rapport
with students, this practical book will help
you make every lesson engaging, impactful
—even fun!

The How & Wow of Teaching
Quick ideas for mastering any classroom situation effectively, efficiently,
and enthusiastically

Kathy Paterson
160 pp • ISBN 978-1-55138-342-2 • $24.95 • K-12 • Sept. 2019

Discover the WOW of teaching and learning
with a wide variety of daily tasks, from
delivering engaging lessons to nurturing life
skills, accompanied by suggestions for funfilled activities and games. Practical and hands-on, the book offers tricks,
techniques, and original ideas for excellent classroom instruction in all
subject areas.

3-Minute Motivators,
Revised & Expanded Edition
Kathy Paterson
160 pp • ISBN 978-1-55138-295-1 • $24.95 • K–12 • 2014

This remarkable resource offers more than
200 ways to reach, teach, and achieve more
than you ever imagined! These quick and
simple activities will help students build
and practice a myriad of life skills, from
understanding technology, to defusing anger
and stress, to releasing excess energy, to cooperation and collaboration.

Reaching & Teaching Them All
Making quick and lasting connections
with every student in your classroom.

Amanda Yuill
120 pp • ISBN 978-1-55138-330-9 • $24.95 • K–12 • 2018

New ways to connect with students, get
to know what makes them tick, and what
makes them behave and learn the way they
do (or don’t). Practical, hands-on strategies
show how to use body language, humor,
shared experiences, and curriculum to engage students, manage the classroom, and support learning with the whole class, in groups, and one-on-one.

Fair Isn’t Always Equal, 2nd
Edition

Substitute Teaching?

Assessing & grading in the
differentiated classroom

160 pp • ISBN 978-1-55138-312-5 • $24.95 • K–8 • 2016

Rick Wormeli
448 pp • ISBN 978-1-62531-017-0 • $44.95 • K–12 • 2018

A catalyst for serious reflection on current
grading and assessment practices in differentiated classrooms. New sections address
sports eligibility, the honour roll, descriptive feedback techniques, and
the needs of gifted/talented students. Chapters on test questions, retakes,
grading scales, and how to grade effort and behaviour have been revised
to reflect modern pedagogy.

Amanda Yuill
This easy-to-read, humorous survival guide
for substitute teachers has everything you
need to get students on your side and teach
them too! A handy time-saver, the book
includes ready-to-use tools, tips, and lesson
ideas for every grade, in all subject areas.
Ideal for the teacher just getting started, an
experienced teacher filling in, or a full-time classroom teacher looking for
new ways to connect with students.
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